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The Methodist Federation for Social Action, an unofficial membership 
organization, founded in 1907, seeks to deepen within the Church, 
the sense of social obligation and opportunity to study, from the 
Christian point of view, social problems and their solutions and to pro- 
mote social action in the spirit of Jesus. The Federation stands for the 
complete abolition of war. The Federation rejects the method of the 
struggle for profit as the economic base for society and seeks to replace 
it with social-economic planning to develop a society without class or 
group discriminations and privileges. In seeking these objectives, the 
Federation does not commit its members to any specific program, but 
remains an inspirational and educational agency, proposing soctal changes 
| by democratic decisions, not by violence. 
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By HARRY F. WARD 


nce our last issue the story behind the headlines of most 
st to us is the one about an Air Force Manual which tries 
t the red label on the National Council of Churches. Its 
hapter is still being written. 
oe Manual contaias Lesson 15 on Security Education and 
oline in a Training Course for Reserve Non-Commissioned 
ets. Of its 20 pages about a third are given to a section on 
nunism and Religion. In material and methods this repeats 
953 charges of the Un-American Activities Committee about 
unist infiltration into churches. What is new is the applica- 
bf that~proven perjurious record to the National Council of 
iches, and the bringing in of the Red China issue on the 
« of the recent “Consultation” pamphlet of the Un-American 
ttee on that subject which contains even more fantastic 
“ations than appeared in its attempt to prove “a conspiracy 
istroy religion.” Two thirds of the Manual’s section on religion 
cupied by vitriolic denunciations of religious organizations 
eaders for advocating recognition of the Peking government 
its inclusion in the United Nations. 
‘oth these developments of the alleged communist infiltra- 
of religion came from the way the Manual was prepared. 
author Homer H. Hyde, a civilian in the employ of the Air 
for eighteen years, is an active member of a fundamentalist 
ist Church in San Antonio, Texas. Among some material 
a him for possible use in the Manual was the charge made 
: years ago by J. B. Matthews that several thousand Protestant 
ters were Communist fellow travellers. He asked his pastor 
is was true, was told it was, and to contact Billy James Hargis, 
syangelist who operates “the Christian Crusade,” from Tulsa, 
homa. In reply Hargis sent his pamphlet “The ‘National 
neil of Churches Indicts Itself on 50 Counts of Treason to 
and Country.” Hargis says he also sent his “Is the National 


t he probably sent his “Apostate Clergymen Battle for God- 
g Communist China.” 

s also says he sent Hyde a pamphlet “30 of the 95 Men 
ve Us the Revised Standard Version of the Bible,” issued 
t Riders Inc. This title reveals the source of the Manual 
t which drew the protest, the Headlines and the Con- 
| investigation now proceeding. It reads: 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. officially 
red the Revised Standard Version of the Bible. Of the 90 persons 
in this project, 30 have been affiliated with pro-Communist 
‘Projects and publications. 


Un-American by the present and preceding Presidents of 
and rejected as unethical by The Methodist Church to 
I ers of Cit S| the names of eminent 


cil of Churches Subversive?” and, since he is quoted on that _ 


| DR. DONALD O. SOPER 


REEDOM OF RELIGION ATTACKED BY SMEAR 


been given by one of his members who was taking the Air Force 
Training Course, its officers promptly protested to Defense See- 
retary Gates and Air Force Secretary Sharp, requesting the im- 
mediate withdrawal of the Manual and investigation of its 
preparation. A few days later a Council Board Resolution ex- 
pressed gratitude that remedial action has been taken. It then 
insisted ee 
“that the material contained in Air Force Manual 205-5 “Guide to 
Security Indocrination” dated 1955 which is considered equally objec- 
tionable be deleted and that a full explanation incidental to the appear- 
ance of such materials in these manuals be made public at the earliest 
possible moment; and states that when this has been accomplished the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America will consider the Air Force incident concluded.” 


On the basic question of the constitutionality of the issuing 
of such objectionable material by any agency of the government 
the resolution declares this to be “a patent violation of the free 
exercise of religion as guaranteed by the first amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States.” It adds that its actions in secur- 
ing the withdrawal and repudiation of the Manual were not 
aimed merely to protect the National Council and its members 
“but rather to voice the conscience of the American people in 
behalf of true American freedom and responsible government.” 

The resolution then recalls that as early as March 17, 1954, 
the General Board stated that a basic threat to American freedom 


was 
“4 tendency on the part of our people and their representatives in govern- 


ment to assume that it is within the competence of the state to determine 
what is and what is not American.” 


It then asserts that : 

“an important issue raised by this incident is how long the American 
people are going to allow various agencies of government to continue 
the practice of treating false and absurd charges lifted from confidential 
files as material to be seriously used as a basis for security decisions 
and for official indoctrination of government employes.” 


The General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church 
supported the National Council by a resolution saying that the 


‘Air Force Manual violated the First Amendment of the Consti- 


tution by indoctrinating reservists on religious matters. 

Religious Freedom Committee wrote Secretaries Gates and 
Sharp requesting an order that no publication should contain 
anything that violated the free exercise of religion or the separa- 
tion of church and state guaranteed by the First Amendment. 

Meantime Chairman Walter of the Un-American Committee 
informed the Press that the Manual charges of communist in- 
filtration into the churches were true. Then he called Secre 
Sharp before his committee in closed session. What a 


for a wondering world! 
out his version of what had been said and Sharp disputing it. 


At once leaders of six Protestant denominations sent a joint 


telegram to Walter and another to Sharp. They endorsed the 


MFSA MEETINGS: Riverside | 
Church 8:00 p. m., April 21. Hartford, Conn. First Meth- | 
odist, 4:00 p. m., April 22. New Canaan, Conn. Methodist, 
8:00 p. m., April 22. Denver, Colo. 
p. m., April 25. ey SR eal Peer: 
MFSA NATIONAL 1960 MEMBERSHIP MEETING: April 
| 25-26, Central YMCA, 25 E. 16th Ave., Denver, Colorado. 


L 


The result was typical-Walter giving 


Trinity Methodist, 4::00 Ae 


N.C.C. resolution without reservation. They called upon Sharp 
to “repudiate and forbid reissuance in any form the false and 
slanderous charges in the Manual.” They called on Walter to 
“retract his untrue statement of charges against the churches and 
to apologize to the N.C.C. and to the 60,000,000 Protestants in 
America.” Then they called to the attention of all churches and 
their members the “never ending necessity to protect freedom 
of religion and to exercise the duty of all Christians to judge the 
acts of the state in the light of the teachings, example and 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ.” The Methodist representative in this 
was Bishop Newell of the New York Area. 

Walter’s reaction was to invite these six leaders, if they 
wanted to question the accuracy of material from the files of 
his Committee in the Manual to come and testify before it. They 
declined on the ground that this was not the proper forum in 
Congress to discuss the issue. But they would cooperate with 
any agency of the government that was sincerely trying to get 
at the truth of the allegations. 

Then the Union of American Hebrew Congregations (Reform) 
issued a protest against the inclusion in an Air Force Manual of 
“discredited and. absurd attacks upon American religious institu- 
tions and specifically the National Council of Churches.” The 
Archbishop of the Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South 
America reaffirmed its faith in the National Council of Churches 
and its leaders. Later Cardinal Spellman deplored the Air Force 
Manual attacks on the loyalty of some United States churches 
and clergymen. The Secretary of the World Council of Churches 
now speaking in this country called the Manual allegations “com- 
plete nonsense and stupid accusations.” They are, but they are 
also something much more serious. 

This is fanatical religious ignorance trying to use the state 
to achieve its ends, regardless of either truth or the constitution. 
The inwardness of this incident is that a militant, bigoted section 
of organized fundamentalism seized an opportunity to draw the 
Air Force into partnership in a theological controversy which 
under our system of government is no concern of any agency of 
the state. Into territory forbidden to the legislative branch of 
the government by the constitution no agency of the executive 
branch may constitutionally enter. This attempt has brought out 
into the open the collusion that has for some years existed between 
these rabid bigots and the Un-American Committee. Its deeper 
peril is that in the event of economic breakdown it forecasts a 
possible coalition of all the anti-democratic forces in the nation. 

_.. To our Church the fact that this attack upon the National 
Council of Churches was initiated by an organization of Meth- 
odists raises the question whether it isn’t time that something 
was done about the behavior of the Circuit Riders? 

‘AN OPEN LETTER 
Hon. Thomas J. Dodd, 

Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 
Dear Senator Dodd: 


~~ I am writing as one of your constituents who was privileged 


to vote for you for the position which you now hold. As this is 
_ my first communication to you it may be assumed that I do not 
3 1 to impose upon your time and patience unduly. < 
____The Hartford Times quotes you concerning the inaccuracy 
_ and impropriety of the recent Air Force Reserve training manual 
in which you say correctly that the manual is “gravely insulting 
; thousands of loyal and patriotic clergymen in the United States. 


SOCIAL QUESTIONS BULLETIN 


It is highly irresponsible material that has no place in suche 
manual.” i 
I am writing to commend you for the forthright statemy 
as one clergyman’ who refused exemption from service in Woy 
War I and went through as a private soldier. Having thus o1} 
voluntarily placed my life in jeopardy for our country, I thi} 
I have earned the right to plead sincerely for the maintenance 
those characteristics of our country which many of us thous) 
worth defending. | 

The right of religious freedom and the obligation of p 
pheti@zeligion to stand in judgment of any and all human act} 
ities is certainly fundamental to American democracy. . 

I was pleased when you were placed upon Senator Eastlan 
Senate Judiciary committee, knowing your stated attitude on ci 
rights, especially on the issue of race. 

I wonder, if you are aware of a publication authorized 
Senator Eastland’s committee before you became a member 
which it is stated without any investigation or proof submitt 
that the “Methodist Federation for Social Action” was organiz 
by communists. In spite of repeated efforts to obtain correcti 
of this falsehood his committee has taken no action to that effe 

I can submit conclusive documentary evidence proving t 
organization of the Federation in 1907 long before communi 
were known in our country. The five clergymen who organiz 
the Federation were invited to the White House by Preside 
Theodore Roosevelt and congratulated upon their efforts to stu’ 
social issues. 

In view of the fact that the Air Force manual was followi 
the same “line” as the publication of Senator Eastland’s comm 
tee it would appear that you were in a position to do somethij 
about it. Speaking as the National President of the Method 
Federation, may I say that any fair investigation of its origi 
record and activities would be welcomed. 

With all good wishes, I am, respectfully yours, 

LOYD F. WORLEY. 


REPORT ON UPHAUS CASE 
By LOYD F. WORLEY 


In company with a dozen others from New York, Connectie 
and Mass., I conducted a “Prayerful Protest” in front of the 
Hampshire state capital at Concord at noon on February 1 
Among the well-known Federationists who participated 
Lee Ball, Louise Pettibone Smith, Arthur Amrein and of 
Mrs. Ola Uphaus. The objectives of our intercession were 
on placards which read: LET US PRAY 1. that religious lik 
be maintained; 2. that conscientious scruples be respected; 3 
no investigation should threaten basic civil rights of free s 
inquiry and assembly; 4. that prisons be reserved for crimina 
enemies, of society—not for men of peace, conscientious obj 
5. that the Christian priority of love be recognized by legal mi 
and 6. that God’s will, not man’s be done. There were 
reporters and photographers and we got some publicity to he 
keep the issue before the public. a 

_After lunch we drove the 16 miles to the prison which is 
a remote spot, just across the road from an old fashioned 
house. The jailor was a gentleman and as considerate 
could be and he evidently had absorbed some of Willard’s 9 
will. Willard needs to supplement his diet and Ola had brot 
fruits, cheese, etc., and characteristically enough to share g 
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MO TO GENERAL CONFERENCE, 1960 
By W. W. REID 


'y philosopher-friend, Benjamin Caulfield, who has been 
Illing at the development of that phenomenon called Meth- 
‘for over half a century, was suggesting how he thought 
seneral Conference of 1960 ought to act on both religious 
thurch-organizational problems. I fear the enactment of 
cof his suggestions, even if desirable, might face the long 
cof constitutional amendment. 


- seems to me, mused Mr. Caulfield, “that the Methodist 
ih has been dissipating its real strength these recent quad- 
yoy a year's ‘drive’ after this, the next year a ‘campaign’ for 
‘followed by an ‘emphasis,’ and ‘effort,’ and a ‘mission’ for 
1 equally good ‘causes’ in succeeding years. The Church 

to be a great religious supermarket, with special sales in 
separtment on Tuesdays, in another on Thursdays; and on 
' Wednesdays it is offering trading stamps and premiums. 
aasis on the mechanics of a project can rob it of spiritual 


de 


Ve need to reassert the central objectives of our Christian 
pn; to rediscover the purpose for which the Founder of the 
ilived and died; to reaffirm the plan of salvation which the 
ss of Methodism proclaimed. We need to stop shifting 
aasis. to meet each new ‘crisis’; we need to so empower and 
ition the decisions and actions of men with Christian under- 
ing and purpose that crises never arise. Our churches are 
> be little relief trucks running hither and yon as emergen- 
preak out, but a teaching and preventive force that elimin- 
the possibility of any disaster... ” 


ir. Caulfield observed that “almost unnoted by the general 
‘+h membership, there has been a shift in the “center of 
t,, in Methodism since unification; adding that while not 
is shift is bad, “the church ought to see where it is going.” 


3efore 1940—and especially in the northem Church—the 
is of the Church were the centers of new movement and 
neart of most advances in all fields,” he noted. “More and 
the boards and agencies have found themselves exercising 
initiative and leadership while the bishops are proposing 
directing most new programs. That might be a very healthy 
ition—if all the bishops were selected and trained for that 
of leadership. Some, of course, are. But I fear the agencies 
osing their old and effective leadership of the churches (1) 
ase they are being overly held in uniform check by the 
locking directorate of the episcopacy; and (2) because the 
bership on the boards is now based on geographic—and in 
instances probably church-political—representation rather 
upon the members’ vital concern for the ‘cause’ the agency 
cates. Once the members of a board were chosen because 
ir proven interest in that area of the Church’s life—proven 
: by their gifts to the cause, their knowledge of the field, 


> Church’s lukewarmness to the issues involved. That may 
democratic, but it is not necessarily constructive or even 


here is another related situation in which Methodism seems 
more uncertain than it used to be in decision making. Did 
ice that the last two General Conferences really ‘ducked 


g commissions to brood over them for four or more years? 
what will hatch out after all this 


heir service. Now they may represent only a cross-section 


cing of some very important and time-value decisions by — 


- cil of Trade Unions). Never before has a peace congress 


were read 


‘Minister Nehru, 


THE AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND 


CONGRESS AND FESTIVAL OF ARTS 
By AVA HELEN PAULING 


Editor's Note: The important current movie, “On the Beach,” is an 
effective warning that the nations now have weapons capable of oblit- 
erating mankind. The California-Nevada Methodist Conference Board 
of World Peace recently wrote its gratitude to Stanley Kramer for pro- 
ducing that movie and urged all Methodists to see it. We are proud 
also of Dr. Linus Pauling (who wrote earlier in these pages) and of 
Mrs. Pauling, who work indefatigably to prevent the deadly war against 
which “On the Beach” warns, and to stop forever the nuclear weapons 
tests—against which the last Methodist General Conference also spoke. 
Surely Jesus and the prophets are on the side of a warless, disarmed 
world. That concern recently took the Paulings to Australia. Mrs. Pauling 
wrote for us this report. 


The Australian and New Zealand Congress for International 
Cooperation and Disarmament and Festival of the Arts took place 
in Melbourne, Australia, November 7 to 14, 1959. This Congress 
was held to stimulate discussion of peace and to draw together 
the widest possible range of people working for peace. It was 
proposed to investigate and discuss problems relating to peace 
and disarmament, including the means by which governments 
could be persuaded to follow the will of the people and to make 
reasonable and practical agreements that would increase the 
seeurity.of all people and—would prevent the catastrophe of 
nuclear war. 


In addition to the nearly 1500 delegates from Australia and 
New Zealand a number of foreign guests were invited. J. B. 
Priestley and his wife Jacquetta Hawkes came from Great Britain. 
Dr. Mulk Raj Anand, a novelist, and Indrani Raman, a dancer 
with her four musicians, came from India. On the last day four 
people arrived from China, including a Methodist minister, @ 
singer, a writer, and an interpreter. Then my husband and myself 
were from the United States. 


The Congress was organized carefully; every effort was made 
to keep any one person from having an undue amount of time 
or an undue amount of influence in the Congress, There were 
eight separate autonomous. conferences—Artists, Citizens, which 
included the Women’s conference, Churches, Education, Science, 
Trade Unions, Municipal, and Youth conference. These confer- 
ences went on in addition to the plenary sessions in which all 
took part. Pere 

The conclusions of each section were final, and they formed 
the basis of the final Declaration of Hope that was prepared by 
the Congress. Each conference appointed two representatives to 
meet with the two representatives of the Congress Planning Com- 
mittee to draft the final document, which was accepted unanim- 
ously first by all eight individual conferences and then by the 
entire Congress at its final plenary session. \ eee. 

The sponsorship of the Congress consisted of people from 
many different professions: professors, scientists, lawyers, writers, as 
doctors, church groups, Australian Labor Party branches, and _ 
trade unions (the Congress was endorsed by the Australian € a 

im ™ i 

West drawn official delegates from so many different org - 
tions. Indeed, the broad support of the Congress by the 
unions both officially and by individual members. is 
chief reason it was so successful. Among the sponsor; 
Professor Sir Mark Oliphant, a physicist who is Directo 


Fifteen hundred 


more a $8,400! 


the same hall on the same evening. In this way a very great 
number of people were made acquainted with the work of the 
Congress and with its international guests. When we arrived in 
Sydney on the second of November we were told by the 
reporters and television people who were gathered there that 
Professor Sir Mark Oliphant had withdrawn his sponsorship 
from the Congress; however, ht participated in the Congress 
itself, even though he withdrew. from the board of sponsors. 
Some of the members of the Goverment of Australia had, with- 
out doubt, made some attempt to. disparage the conference and 
had said that people would do well to not take part in it. The 
Anglican Church decided not to take part, also, but many in- 
dividual Anglican parishes and ministers supported the Congress, 
and one of the most effective people there was the Very Reverend 
Dan Chandler, a retired bishop of the Anglican Church of New 
Zealand. He is a remarkable man who has been known for a 
long time for his forthright and courageous personality. 


The press generally was somewhat hostile but, nevertheless, 
gave rather close attention to what went on during the week at 
the Congress; and it is true that during that week much discussion, 
about peace went on everywhere, including in the newspapers 
(news reports and letters to the editors). Even the people. who 
said they wanted to have nothing to do with the Congress gave 
their own ideas about what should be done today to maintain 
the peace of the world. For this reason alone the Congress can 
be said to have been successful, for everyone agreed that we 
have a great problem in the world and that it is one that must 
be solved if the world is to survive. 


Mr. Priestley had told the reporters when he arrived in Mel- 
bourne that if the Congress were communist-dominated he would 
walk out! I made a statement in most of the talks that I gave 
that I saw no use whatsoever in holding a conference to discuss 
peace unless communists were present; we have communists in 
this world and it is with them that we must come to some agree- 
ment about the world in general. We must learn to cooperate 
with everyone in the world and learn to negotiate and arbitrate. 


We were kept very busy, sometimes talking three times a 
day, which proved to be quite exhausting. One day, after I had 
_ talked to the Women’s Section of the Citizens Conference, I 

repeated the talk again at 5 o'clock for the women who worked 


This took quite some time, and so I had only a few minutes to 
“rest before setting out for the town hall which had been desig- 


ley were somewhat smaller than the large plenary sessions, and 


ple. The mayor of the township usually presided, or a mem- 


2 with tea and cakes and sandwiches. I think that 


or peace and disarmament. 

e closing session of the Congress was quite exiciting: Every- 
worked hard all week and many fruitful discussions had 
Each of the sections had sent in its resolutions;.and 


discussed and had been drafted into the Declara- 


and accordingly were not able to attend the afternoon session.. 
nated for my talk of the evening. These evening meetings were 

teresting and one of the most important parts of the Congress. — 
had an opportunity to come into closer contact with the © 
‘government, and a small party was usually held after 
ea that might very well be repeated in the next 


\ 


~ the increased effectiveness of the United 


in addition to the talks at the public peace meetings. 

We became well acquainted with many aspects of Austral 
life because of meeting many people in these various cities, @ 
we were particularly impressed with the labor movement) 
Australia. As far as we could tell, most of the members of” 
trade unions in Australia definitely want world cooperation % 
peace and are willing to work for it. They feel that the ¢ 
war is detrimental and that it should be stopped. 4 

People generally everywhere are becoming more and mi 
concegned about what is going on in the world and are mi 
aware of the fact that war must now be abolished. One is aw 
everywhere of their determination to have a voice and a ¥ 
in the affairs of the world. This is one of the most hopeful sig 
and one of the reasons that we can have some degree of | 
timism ‘about the future of the world. People everywhere 
informatioit-and they want it to be accurate and truthful. 


We think that there should be another such congress } 
soon., We believe that people everywhere know that we ¢ 
have disarmament and can have world cooperation. The m 
congress must take further steps towards actually putting : 
a plan for the economic conversion of the world to peace. 
must have economists at the next congress for peace, and # 
must tell us just what steps must be taken. an 

I am confident.that most of the people in the world ki 
that we can have disarmament, and that they want disarmami 
The problem now is to make detailed and accurate plans 
convert the world to a peacetime economy without any castas 
phic effects. This must be done slowly and carefully, but it” 
be done, and we should waste no time in setting about the 
of doing it. 


ay 


‘i 


4 


This Congress of representatives of Australian and New 
land Citizens of diverse interests and opinions believes that anot 
world war would be an unlimited disaster to the human r 
We, therefore, affirm that the objectives of all nations should 
total disarmament, that the first steps towards this should 
taken at once and should be accompanied at all stages by 
accepted system of inspection. eset 

In view of the admitted danger to the health and future of 
human race, we urge the immediate banning of nuclear 
for which an adequate system of detection has already 
proposed. ; oz. 

The transition from an armament economy to a 
must be made on an orderly, planned basis. Th 
sources and manpower now absorbed in arms produ 
be used to raise the living standard of people ever 
especially in underdeveloped countries. = = 


this we urge the admission of the Chinese 
all other non-member nations..<i#c0es 
We deplore an 


breach o 
that there are no differé : 
settled by negotiation 


